


with the results in the latter areas yet to 
be evaluated. Under the Philadelphia 
prototype plan, if an action involves less 
than $10,000 damages, it is automatical- 
ly placed on an arbitration list, com- 
posed of more than 40% of the lawyers 
in that City. Forty days after a certifi- 
cate of readiness is filed, the case is then 
assigned to a panel of three arbitrators, 
although any qualifying case may be so 
assigned by an “agreement of reference” 
signed by all parties, even though no 
lawsuit has actually been filed. The 
panel hearing the case is paid a fixed fee 
from the county treasury. Either party 
may request a trial de novo within a 
fixed period following the award. How- 
ever, the appellant is required to pay the 
total amount of the arbitrators’ charges, 
which amount is nonrecoverable, The 


Philadelphia procedure has been report- 
ed to be favorably accepted by all seg- 
ments of the Bar, and to be efficient and 
economical. A subcommittee of this 
Committee, headed by Judge Paul E. 
Vardeman, of the Jackson County Cir- 
cuit Court, has been actively investigat- 
ing the possibility of a pilot project for 
court annexed arbitration on a purely 
voluntary basis. It is too early at this 
time to even attempt to evaluate such 
a proposal. We do hope, however, that 
it will be capable of implementation, 
and urge the successors of this Commit- 
tee to continue efforts to implement and 
report the progress of such a pilot proj- 
ect. We believe it may have a substan- 
tial effect upon the economical aspects 
of litigation in our court system. 
Don M. Jackson, Chairman 
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